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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 36 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 10-12, 19-21, 28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by SALIVIIIVIAA et al (US 6,668,177 B2). 

Regarding claim 1, SALIVIIIVIAA discloses a method of accessing functions in a 
mobile communication device comprising: dynamically updating an event list responsive 
to designated events (abstract, column 2:lines 51-60); displaying said event list to a 
user on a display (Figure 1, column 2: lines 51-60); associating a menu item in a 
hierarchical menu with each event in said event list (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, 
column 5: lines 27-45; Menu items with greater priority are given greater prominence on 
the display); and invoking the associated menu item in said hierarchical menu 
responsive to selection of an event from said event list by said user (column 5:lines 4- 
23). 

Regarding claim 2, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein dynamically 
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updating an event list responsive to designated events comprises adding events to said 
event list when a new event occurs (508-Figure 5, column 7:lines 16-30). 

Regarding claim 3, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein dynamically 
updating an event list responsive to designated events comprises deleting events from 
said event list responsive to user actions (column 3:lines 61-65, column 4:lines 25-37; 
menu items are filtered according to user adjustable context values; it is also noted that 
on column 1:lines 5-31 that this invention relates to cellular telephones or personal 
digital assistants running a fomn of graphics orientated operating system. It is inherent 
for these types of systems to include the ability to change or remove menu items 
displayed). 

Regarding claim 10, SALMIMAA discloses a mobile communication device 
comprising: a display (Figure 1, 2, 3) for displaying menu items in a hierarchical menu 
for selection by a user (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, column 5:lines 27-45; Menu 
items with greater priority are given greater prominence on the display); a memory for 
storing an event list (column 2:lines 40-51); a processor (column 2:lines 40-51, column 
5:lines 46-51) to: dynamically update said event list responsive to designated events 
(abstract, column 2:lines 51-60); display said event list on a display for viewing by a 
user (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, column 5:lines 27-45); associate a menu item in a 
hierarchical menu with each event in said event list (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, 
column 5:lines 27-45); and invoke the associated menu item in said hierarchical menu 
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responsive to selection by said user of an event from said event list (column 5: lines 4- 
23). Processors are inherently responsible for controlling the operations of a system. 

Regarding claim 11, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein the 
processor adds events to said event list when a new designated event occurs (508- 
Figure 5, column 7:lines 16-30). 

Regarding claim 12, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein the 
processor deletes events from said event list responsive to user actions (column 3:lines 
61-65, column 4:lines 25-37; menu items are filtered according to user adjustable 
context values; it is also noted that on column 1 :lines 5-31 that this invention relates to 
cellular telephones or personal digital assistants running a form of graphics orientated 
operating system. It is inherent for these types of systems to include the ability to 
change or remove menu items displayed). 

Regarding claim 19, SALMIMAA further discloses a circuit (circuitry of some form 
is inherently necessary for communication between various electronic components) for 
controlling a user interface including a display, said circuit comprising a processor 
(column 2:lines 40-51, column 5:lines 46-51) programmed to: generate and dynamically 
update an event list responsive to designated events (abstract, column 2:lines 51-60); 
display said event list on said display for viewing by a user (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15- 
39, column 5:lines 27-45); associate a menu item in a hierarchical menu with each 
event in said event list (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, column 5:lines 27-45); and 
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invoke the associated menu item in said hierarchical menu responsive to selection by 
said user of an event from said event list (column 5:lines 4-23). Processors are 
inherently responsible for controlling the operations of a system. 

Regarding claim 20, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein the 
processor adds events to said event list when a new designated event occurs (508- 
Figure 5, column 7:lines 16-30). 

Regarding claim 21, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALMIMAA further discloses wherein the 
processor deletes events from said event list responsive to user actions (column 3:lines 
61-65, column 4:lines 25-37; menu items are filtered according to user adjustable 
context values; it is also noted that on column lilines 5-31 that this invention relates to 
cellular telephones or personal digital assistants running a form of graphics orientated 
operating system. It is inherent for these types of systems to include the ability to 
change or remove menu items displayed). 

Regarding claim 28, SALMIMAA discloses a computer program (column 1:lines 
15-32; seen in the background of the invention, but still applicable to the disclosed 
invention) (column 5:lines 45-51) stored in a computer readable medium (storage of 
programs are inherently stored in a computer readable medium (i.e. memory in one 
form or another)) for controlling a user interface in a mobile communication device 
(column 5:lines 45-51), said program including instructions to cause said mobile 
communication device to: generate and dynamically update an event list responsive to 
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designated events (abstract, column 2:lines 51-60); display said event list on said 
display for viewing by a user (Figure 3, column 2:lines 15-39, column 5:lines 27-45); 
associate a menu item in a hierarchical menu with each event in said event list (Figure 
3, column 2:lines 15-39, column 5:lines 27-45); and invoke the associated menu item in 
said hierarchical menu responsive to selection by said user of an event from said event 
list (column 5: lines 4-23). Processors are inherently responsible for controlling the 
operations of a system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 13, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
SALMIMAA et al (US 6,668,177 B2) in view of AUSEMS et al (US 2003/0013483 A1). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However SALMIMAA does not discloses wherein 
said event list is displayed responsive to entry of a shortcut command by said user. 
AUSEMS discloses wherein said event list is displayed responsive to entry of a shortcut 
command by said user (abstract, paragraph 12, paragraph 64). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify SALIMIMAA to include a shortcut command in order bring up the event list, as 
both disclosures deal with the interaction of associated menu icons in handheld devices 
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with graphical user interfaces. This is beneficial in that it allows the ability to quickly 
switch to the menu icon list while another application or program is running in the 
foreground. 

Regarding claim 13, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However SALMIMAA does not discloses wherein 
the processor displays said event list responsive to entry of a shortcut command by said 
user. AUSEMS discloses wherein the processor displays said event list responsive to 
entry of a shortcut command by said user (abstract, paragraph 12, paragraph 64). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to^a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify SALIMIMAA to include a shortcut command in order 
bring up the event list, as both disclosures deal with the interaction of associated menu 
icons in handheld devices with graphical user interfaces. This is beneficial in that it 
allows the ability to quickly switch to the menu icon list while another application or 
program is running in the foreground. 

Regarding claim 22, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However SALMIMAA does not discloses wherein 
the processor displays said event list responsive to entry of a shortcut command by said 
user. AUSEMS discloses wherein the processor displays said event list responsive to 
entry of a shortcut command by said user (abstract, paragraph 12, paragraph 64). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify SALIMIMAA to include a shortcut command in order 
bring up the event list, as both disclosures deal with the interaction of associated menu 
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icons in handheld devices with graphical user interfaces. This is beneficial in that it 
allows the ability to quickly switch to the menu icon list while another application or 
program is running in the foreground. 

5. Claims 5-9, 14-18, and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over SALMIMAA et al (US 6,668,177 B2) in view of ROTH (US 6,266,060 
B1). 

Regarding claim 5, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However, SALIMIMAA does not disclose further 
comprising sorting said event list before said event list is displayed. ROTH discloses 
further comprising sorting said event list before said event list is displayed (column 
5:line 60-column 6:line 2, column 11:line 67-column 12:line 15; the sort process is 
initiated according to a user defined ranking control, thus the frequency of the sorting 
does occur before menu is displayed). Therefore it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
SALIMIMAA to include the menu sorting abilities described in ROTH as both disclose a 
way to prioritize menu rankings. As stated by ROTH, it should be understood that the 
present invention can be used to arrange any menu of user-selectable items regardless 
of the medium that is used to present the menu (column 5:lines 30-38, column 5:lines 
46-59, column 6:lines 31-42). This is beneficial in that it allows for various sorting 
techniques in any menu environment of user-selectable items. 

Regarding claim 6, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However, SALIMIMAA does not disclose wherein 
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said event list is sorted in time order. ROTH discloses wherein said event list is sorted 
in time order (column 11:line 67-column 12:line 15, column 12:line 52-column 13:line 
20). 

Regarding claim 7, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALIMIMAA further discloses wherein said event 
list is sorted based on priorities assigned to said events on said event list (Figures 6a 
and 6b, column 3:llnes 60-65, column 7:lines 31-64). 

Regarding claim 8, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. SALIMIMAA further discloses wherein said 
priorities are assigned to said events on said event list by a user (Figures 6a and 6b, 
column 3:lines 60-65, column 7:lines 31-64). 

Regarding claim 9, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependant upon. However SALIMIMAA does not disclose wherein 
said event list is sorted based on usage statistics associated with said events on said 
event list. ROTH discloses wherein said event list is sorted based on usage statistics 
associated with said events on said event list (column 13:line 21-column 14:line 33). 

Regarding claims 14 and 23, However, SALIMIMAA does not disclose wherein 
said processor sorts said event list before said event list is displayed. ROTH discloses 
wherein said processor sorts said event list before said event list is displayed (column 
5:line 60-column 6:line 2, column 11:line 67-column 12:line 15; the sort process is 
initiated according to a user defined ranking control, thus the frequency of the sorting 
does occur before menu is displayed). Therefore it would have been obvious to a 
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person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
SALIMIMAA to include the menu sorting abilities described in ROTH as both disclose a 
way to prioritize menu rankings. As stated by ROTH, it should be understood that the 
present invention can be used to arrange any menu of user-selectable items regardless 
of the medium that is used to present the menu (column 5:lines 30-38, column 5:lines 
46-59, column 6:lines 31-42), This is beneficial in that it allows for various sorting 
techniques in any menu environment of user-selectable items. 

Regarding claim 15 and 24, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning 
the subject matter these claims are dependant upon. However, SALIMIMAA does not 
disclose wherein said processor sorts said event list in time order. ROTH discloses 
wherein said processor sorts said event list in time order (column 1 1 :line 67-column 
12:line 15. column 12:line 52-column 13:line 20). 

Regarding claims 16 and 25, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning ' 
the subject matter these claims are dependant upon. SALIMIMAA further discloses 
wherein said processor sorts said event list based on priorities assigned to said events 
on said event list (Figures 6a and 6b, column 3:lines 60-65, column 7:lines 31-64). 

Regarding claims 17 and 26, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning 
the subject matter these claims are dependant upon. SALIMIMAA further discloses 
wherein said priorities are assigned to said events on said event list by a user (Figures 
6a and 6b, column 3:lines 60-65, column 7:lines 31-64). 

Regarding claim 18 and 27, see the rejections of the parent claims concerning 
the subject matter these claims are dependant upon. However SALIMIMAA does not 
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disclose wherein said processor sorts said event list based on usage statistics 
associated with said events on said event list. ROTH discloses wherein said processor 
sorts said event list based on usage statistics associated with said events on said event 
list (column 13:line 21-column 14:line 33). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

FREEMAN et al (US 6,828992 B1) - User interface with dynamic menu 

organization 

JARRAD (US 6,047,197) - Icon driven phone menu system 
KOBAYASHI (US 2002/0034955 Al) - Selective radio paging 
WAGNER et al (US 6,169,91 1 81) - GUI for portable telephone 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
exarriiner should be directed to Ariel Balaoing whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
AM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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